COUNTRY GUIDE

Turkey.

The Turkish Penal Code (Law No. 5237) conlains a general offense of failing to help or report a person unable to care for
themselves (art. 98). Charitable associations are governed by the Law on Associations (No. 5253), which includes a public-
benefit status, and public fundraising by the Law on Aid Collection (No. 2860). The Ministry of Youth and Sports runs a
volunteering platform called GoniilliiyiizBiZ.
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Is there a legal duty to help a stranger?

YES

Article 98(1) of the Turkish Penal Code provides that a person who does not help, to the
extent circumstances allow, someone unable to manage themselves because of age,
illness, injury or any other reason, or who does not promptly notify the authorities, faces
up to one year in prison or a judicial fine. Article 98(2) provides one to three years in
prison if the person dies because help or notice was not given (this guide's translation of
the Turkish text).

Tiirk Ceza Kanunu (Kanun No. 5237). Madde 98: Yardim veya bildirim yiikiimliiliigiiniin yerine getirilmemesi
(Presidency of the Republic of Tiirkiye, Legislation Information System (mevzuat.gov.tr))

Are people who help protected?

No statute giving a general legal protection to people who help strangers in good faith
was found in the sources reviewed. This does not mean none exists; it was not verified.
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How the government promotes giving and service

Vs

Law on Associations (No. 5253), art. 27: public-benefit associations

The text provides that associations working for the public benefit are designated by Presidential decision after
meeting conditions, and are audited at least every two years.

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE, LEGISLATION INFORMATION SYSTEM

Law on Aid Collection (No. 2860)

An English translation on file with ICNL sets out who may collect aid, for what purposes, and under what
permit and inspection rules; it describes administrative fines for unauthorized collection. The translation
predates later amendments.

ICNL (NONPROFIT LAW RESEARCH CENTER; UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION)

GoniillityiizBiZ volunteering platform and Volunteering Strategy Document
A wire report of October 2025 says the Minister of Youth and Sports presented a Volunteering Strategy
Document and a project support call, and reported 494,797 volunteers registered on the platform.

DEMIROREN NEWS AGENCY (DHA); THE OFFICIAL SITE COULD NOT BE READ BECAUSE IT REQUIRED
JAVASCRIPT



https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/mevzuatmetin/1.5.5237.pdf
https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/mevzuatmetin/1.5.5237.pdf
https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/mevzuatmetin/1.5.5253.pdf
https://www.icnl.org/research/library/turkey_lawaid/
https://www.dha.com.tr/spor/bakan-bak-gonulluyuzbiz-platformunda-gonullu-sayisi-494-bin-797ye-ulasti-2747090

Ministry cooperation protocol on volunteering

The Ministry of Family and Social Services published a news item on signing a volunteering cooperation
protocol with the Ministry of Youth and Sports.

MINISTRY OF FAMILY AND SOCIAL SERVICES
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One thing worth knowing

Turkey has a general criminal offense of failing to help or report a person unable to care
for themselves, with a higher penalty if the person dies.
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What this does not mean

Texts are Turkish originals translated by this guide, except Law 2860 (unofficial English

translation, pre-amendment). A 2024 Constitutional Court decision annulled certain

articles of Laws 5253 and 2860, and later amendments exist, so current wording should
be checked on mevzuat.gov.tr. Not legal advice. This is a plain-language summary of
public sources, not legal advice, and it does not rank countries. No government named
here has endorsed this site.



https://www.aile.gov.tr/haberler/bakanimiz-derya-yanik-ile-bakan-kasapoglu-gonulluluk-alaninda-is-birligi-protokolunu-imzaladi/

